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ants1 lost one member if they had two. So did is85.
the county of Rutland. Two members were taken
from the City, which had four, and thirty-seven
were given to the rest of London. Liverpool,
Glasgow, Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, and
Sheffield received additional members, being divided,
as was every town having more than two repre-
sentatives, into wards with one member each.
The limit of a hundred and sixty-five thousand
was fixed for this purpose, while the counties,
except Rutland, were all divided, so that the only
constituencies where an elector could vote for two
candidates, besides the City of London, were towns
with more than fifty thousand inhabitants, but less
than a hundred and sixty-five thousand. When
Parliament adjourned for Christmas, the Franchise Pec. 6.
Bill had peacefully passed the Lords, and the Re-
distribution Bill had been read a second time in
the House of Commons. The Government, how-
ever, had lost the services of Mr. Courtney, Financial Courtney.
Secretary to the Treasury, who resigned, as would
Mr. Fawcett if he had been alive, because the
principle of proportional representation had been
ignored. For the first time since the Union an
addition was made to the numbers of the House.,
Scotland receiving twelve more seats, while Eng-
land and Ireland remained as they were. This was
a practical mistake. The House was already too
large, and a reduction to five hundred would have
been a great improvement.

When the  House  of Commons came to the Boats BUI
clauses of the Seats Bill in March 1885 they found outside
that they could only ratify a settlement made out- ar amen'
side.   Although Sir Michael Hicks-Beach took the
opportunity of breaking away from Sir Stafford
Northcote, and  openly allying himself with the
Fourth Party,  the   Bill   could not be touched.

1 It should have been a hundred thousand.